Appendix 3 (e)

Area Forum leaflet content

YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR FORUM!

Have you ever wondered how to raise issues with the Council about the area you live in?
Are you part of a community group that would like to access funding for community projects?

If so, maybe you should come along to the South Shore Area Forum.

What is the South Shore Area Forum?
 
The South Shore Area Forum is a meeting for members of the public that live or work within the boundary of the South Shore Area, namely Highfield, Stanley and Squires Gate wards. It meets every 2 - 3 months at venues throughout the South Shore Area. The meetings consist of a market place at 6pm, where community groups and public bodies can have stalls to inform members of the public about specific issues of interest. This is followed by the main meeting at 6.30pm. The meetings provide public bodies with an opportunity to consult with residents about local issues that are/ could affect their community and to also to provide feedback to the community on previously consulted issues.
 
Delegated budgets – how to access funding for your community groups and projects
 
Each Area Panel/ Forum has a £7,500 budget per ward that can be used to supplement or fund additional work by the Council itself, work by other statutory organisations, the voluntary and community sector and individuals.  Each Forum has the option to pool the funds (ranging from £15,000 to £30,000 dependent on the Forum) or allocate them on a ward basis. Community Groups and organisations are able to apply for funds for projects within the community and these applications are voted on at the Area Forum meetings. Successful funding applications have come from a variety of community groups and these have included monies towards the refurbishment and equipping of church halls, Friends of Parks Groups applying for funding towards park equipment and facilities, bingo machine for a local group and an eco project at a community centre.
For more information about the Area Forums, log onto the Council website http://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Your-Council/Area-Forums/Area-forums.aspx
